
St. Ignatius Indian Education Committee has 250 over to dinner
Some 57 junior high and senior high 

school graduates were honored May 25 
by close to 200 members o f the St. 
Ignatius community.

Held at the community center there, 
the annual (for two years now, anyway) 
gathering was sponsored by the Indian 
Education Committee. The evening 
included dinner, presentation o f gifts, 
and speakers.

JOM committee president Greg 
Dumontier acted as emcee. Salish Cul
ture Committee director Clarence 
Woodcock was hand to say a prayer. 
Speakers included past Tribal Council 
member Ron Therriault, Tribal attorney 
Dan Decker, and state legislator Dick 
Pinsoneault, whose presentation was 
aided by students Boone Cole and Chris 
Brockmeyer, who had participated re
cently in a mock-legislature session 
designed to introduce Montana students 
to state government.

A  special feature o f the event was the 
presentation, by St. Ignatius Council 
representative Fred Matt, o f a Tribal flag 
to members o f the Mission school 
board.

Matt also assisted Sally Mitchell and 
Dumontier with presenting a variety o f 
gifts to the students. The younger set o f 
graduating girls got beaded earrings, 
while the boys received chokers. The 
non-Indian seniors all received portfo
lios o f Charlie Russell painting repro
ductions, while the seniors o f Tribal 
descent (non-enrolled) received beaded 
keychains. The one Tribal-member 
senior graduate, Marvin Courville (who 
wasn’t present), will receive an eagle 
feather.

Before the celebration ended at about 
8:15, Dumontier thanked everyone who 
had worked all day preparing for the 
event: The “ kitchen crew” o f Sally 
Mitchell, Dalene Kudlock (who, with 
her husband, Dave, made all the beaded 
gift items), Michaelanne Stasso, Emily 
Bow, Linda McElderry (who also deco
rated the room, aided by her husband, 
Mike), Jim Bundy, and Deedo Dumon
tier, plus the parents for providing sal
ads and relish trays; Loretta Gann,

Greg Dumontier urrfurls a Tribal flag fo r  school board members Jim 
Udall, RitaArlint and Stuart Morton.
Below, Mary Herdk waits on eighth-grader Marcella Mahseelah, one of 
the lucky first-in-line graduates.

owner o f the “ Lily o f the Valley” gift 
store, for donating all the flowers; and 
Denise Incashola for babysitting.

Mission’ s 1988 graduates are:
SENIORS —  Marvin Courville ( 

Tribal member); Cheryl Matt, Corina 
Moore, Gina Ruhkula, Chris Allard, 
Boone Cole, and Dana Tryon (Tribal 
descent); and Stacy Caparoon, Tiffany 
Merchant, Char Moss, Jeff Brander,

Chris Brockmeyer, Earl Brown, Charles 
Collier, Bill Crose, Allen Detert, Reece 
Fry, Alex Lenzlinger, Damon Marks, 
David Roragen, and Jimmy Voss.

EIGHTH-GRADERS —  Dorothy 
Azure, Yvonne Bamaby, Leigh Ann 
C ou rville , M arcella “ M f r. : '  
Mahseelah, Mary v  ■>
McClure, Sei- t.u 
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