
Conference attendees enjoy Blue Bay setting
Story and photo by 

C. R. Michel
Forty-nine people participated in dis

cussions at the second annual Cultural 
Resource Protection conference hosted 
this year by the Tribes where they exam
ined a proposed human burial rights 
policy.

The goal of the meeting was to “open 
lines of communication and share con
cerns of cultural resources in Montana,” 
said conference coordinator Dave 
Schwab, an archaeologist for the State 
Historical Preservation Office. “We 
have a lot of information to share and 
issues to address,” he said, “particularly 
Native American concerns.”

The group studied the proposed pol
icy “line by line”, said Salish Culture 
Committee’s cultural rights officer 
Germaine Dumontier. She said the pol
icy had already been accepted by the 
Montana Archaeologist Association, 
but when it was looked at by the group 
attending the conference (representa
tives from five Montana reservations, 
among them) they concluded that “the 
policy contained things that Tribal 
people can’t live with,” said Dumontier. 
For example, she said, the language read

that if human remains were “exception
ally old or of high scientific value, [the 
archaeologists and Native Americans] 
would work out a way acceptable” that 
would allow the remains to be studied. 
“From a Tribal viewpoint, we can’t 
accept that,” said Dumontier.

Human burial rights was just one of 
several issues discussed by representa
tives from the state of Montana, various 
Montana tribes, the Bureau of Land 
Management and archaeologists.

Dumontier said a BLM representative 
took 17 pages of notes during the meet

ing that will be forwarded to BLM. She 
believes that alone will accomplish 
something positive for the Tribes. “We 
came to an honest airing of our very 
different philosophical viewpoints,” 
she said. “Sometimes the discussion 
was hard .. .  but very helpful.”

The one-and-a-half-day conference 
was held on Tribal property at Blue Bay, 
east-and-north of Poison. Although 
there was a lot of construction going on 
around them for the Blue Bay Healing 
Center facility, the participants ex
pressed their delight in the area as they 
talked about environmental and cultural 
issues.

And speaking o f  
pow wows -
Niche Caye o f  Pablo (right) was one 
o f maybe a hundred dancers to 
participate in last month's celebra
tion in Elmo in honor o f our 
elders, including Alec Lefthand, 
who retired as a lead singer.
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