
McLeod finds McKee

Jim McKee (left), late of Idaho, poses with his Montana fam ily -  
Louis, Rosemary, Sonny and Lena McLeod.

Rosemary McLeod is smiling a lot 
these days because she’s located some
thing that’s been missing for about 34
years.

The “something” is her younger 
brother, Jim McKee, who was adopted 
shortly after he was bom in S t Ignatius, 
back when McLeod herself was only an 
infant

She said that she’d been trying to trace 
Jim ever since she learned of his exis
tence from other relatives. The only clue 
she had in ha- search, because the offi
cial record was closed to her by law, was 
the fact that he lived in Boise, Idaho — 
no name, no specific address. She said 
she even visited Boise once, with the 
hope that she’d somehow run into some
one who resembled her.

In August of 1987, a concrete fact 
came to light at last: A mutual friend of

the separated siblings passed along a 
mailing address.

“Then I sat down and wrote the long
est letter of my life,” the Turtle Lake 
woman recalls.

“It could have fitted on a postcard,” 
her brother teased during the interview.

“But it was still the longest letter I 
ever wrote,” she said.

Before the month was out, McKee 
had called Montana and made arrange
ments to drive on out for a  visit —  a 
reunion which took place two weeks 
ago, after a 34-year separation.

McKee said he hopes to return to the 
Flathead once his summer job ends in 
September. A chef trained in classical 
French cuisine, he’ll be spending the 
next few months cooking at Yellow
stone National Park.
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JOM STUDENTS OF 
THE WEEK
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Since February, the JOM Program at 

the Ronan Middle Sphool has featured 
students participating in the program 
who have in one way or another, shown 
marked improvement in their academic 
studies or overall approach to their time 
spent in the classroom.

Unfortunately, because time for this 
school year is quickly drawing to a 
close, it has not been possible to give 
much deserved recognition to each and 
every one of the students who so richly 
deserve it.

At this time, however, we would like 
to feature two last students who have 
made great strides to improve their over
all school performance through deter
mination and perseverance with much 
success.

Juanita Hawkins
Eighth-grader Juanita Hawkins is the 

daughter o f Julie Hawkins. She has one 
sister, Glenda, and a brother, Duncan. 
Juanita has lived in the Ronan area for 
the past four years, after moving from 
Dixon. As far as school is concerned, 
she likes being able to spend time with 
her friends and in her favorite class, art. 
For future plans, Juanita would like to 

(Continues on page seven)

C O R R E C T I O N
The caption for the photo of the group of first-of-the-season bitter root 

diggers contained an error. Agnes Paul was pictured, not her sister Lucy 
Parker, who is deceased.
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