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OPEN LETTER TO THE CS&K TRIBAL COUNCIL:

In the Constitution and By-Laws of the Confederated Salish 
and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation, Montana, 
dated October 28, 1935, under Article VII- Bill of Rights, is 
Section 2. Section 2 states, “Ail members of the Confederated 
Tribes shall be accorded equal opportunities to participate in 
the economic resources and activities of the Reservation”.

I would like the Tribal Council to explain to me and the 
6,000-plus membership why the Council feels that “equal 
opportunity” means only the ten councilmen. Why do they feel 
they have the legal right and authority to make such decisions 
without the input of the members?

Our Council has already stated by resolution their intent to 
contract out the entire Flathead BIA agency. They decided to 
convert one of our most valuable commercial properties into a 
social service program. And now, they are considering leasing 
out for 99 years another prime piece of commercial property to 
non-Indians— this without giving any Tribal member an equal 
chance to bid. Our councilmen are elected to represent u<l They 
took an oath of office to “Promote and protect the best interests 
of our Tribes in accordance with our Constitution”.

Misuse or abuse of our Tribal Constitution by the Council 
in their actions in failing to hold scheduled district meetings, 
failure to provide equal opportunities to all Tribal members to

participate in economic activities of the Reservation, and the 
failure to provide Tribal-member preference in the develop
ment and utilization of Tribally owned resources constitutes a 
case for charges of gross malfeasance against each and every 
councilperson.

I am asking any of our duly elected Council representatives 
to respond to this letter and explain the following:

1. Why were scheduled district meetings not held on the 
above subjects so that we, the membership, could provide 
input?

2. Why did the Council fail to advertise the Koss Landing 
development and provide for Tribal-member preference in the 
development of such property?

3. Is the Council going to let the membership vote on 
contracting out the Flathead BIA agency; and if so, when?

The Chairman, Mr. Pablo, has in the past ignored my letters, 
so I don’t count on him to respond, but with nine other 
councilmen, I hope one has the guts and integrity to act like a 
Tribal representative and provide a public response in The 
Char-Koosta.

Arthur G. Barber 
Montesano, WA

Notes of thanks -
The family of Jim and “Vi” Silver- 

thome wish to extend thanks to every
one for the cards, flowers, prayers, 
food and all of the acts of kindness 
given us during our time of need.

A special thanks to the cardiac staff 
of S t Patrick Hospital for Mom.

A special thanks also to the nursing 
and kitchen staff of S t Joseph Conva

lescent Center for the thoughtfulness 
and kindness given to Dad and his fam
ily.

Archie Silverthome 
Norma Couture & Family 

Mark Hall & Family 
Woody Silverthome & Family 

Norma Martin & Family 
Jim Silverthome & Family 

Jean Sitch & Family

I’d like to thank Martina Ashley, 
who’s in charge of the St. Ignatius 
Indian senior citizens center, for let
ting us use the building and dishes, 
free of charge, for a gathering after 
my grandmother’s (Louise Pierre) 
memorial services May 13.

Patti Blomquist

JOM, from page six:

graduate from a business college after 
attaining secretarial skills. She is also 
interested in modeling.

Her hobbies include babysitting, and 
horse and bike riding. When she has 
spare time, she enjoys drawing and 
writing poetry. Juanita believes that if 
you work hard at school you can make 
something of yourself. No matter what 
else is happening in your life, you can 
prove to yourself you can make it by 
getting an education.

Sixth-grader Robert Matt (pictured at 
the right) is the son of Jody and Arnold

Irvine. Robert says he likes just about 
everything about school and his favorite 
subjects are science, spelling and read
ing. The only thing that really slows him 
down is when he gets “too much” home
work at one time. In his spare time, 
Robert likes to draw, ride bikes, play 
games and sports. He would like to play 
football when he gets in high school. For 
future career plans, he said he would like 
to move to the state of Washington and 
become a commercial fisherman. 
Robert says the most important thing to 
remember so you can get along and do 
well in school is to finish your work and 
make sure it gets turned in. “It makes me 
feel good when I do well and get 100s.”
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