
DEFAMATION OF INDIANS CHARGED
Are you bugged that the names of some sports teams give a 

derogatory impression about Indians?
Earlier this year, two concerned groups put out the word, 

which got a little national attention, that their members were 
very bugged and they were mounting a protest campaign.

One, the Concerned American Indian Parents of Minneapo
lis, protested to no avail that a local school’s team name of 
“Indians” was hurting their children. Taking the concern to the 
national level, one member wrote to the chairman of the 
Washington Redskins board of directors, Jack K. Cooke, 
whose answer was, “Basically, I want you to know that I’m 
totally out of sympathy with your project”, according to 
syndicated columnist Tim Giago. Giagothen had a few pointed 
words to say himself:

“If Mr. Cooke is so keen on using the color of a person’s skin 
as the namesake of his football team, he should be more 
conscious of the racial make-up up his fair city. Blacks make 
up just a bit more than 51 percent of the total population of 
Washington, D.C. Wouldn’t it be much more fitting and 
sensible to name his team the ‘Washington Blackskins’? 
Surely this would be no more objectionable to Blacks than 
Canucks, Aussies, Cajuns or Creoles — right?

“At the weekly hometown games, spectators could then 
paint their faces black, put on Afro [wigs], don colorful 
dashikies, and cavort around the football field like a bunch of 
wild savages. I’m sure the black-skinned people of D.C. would 
find this a true reflection of their culture.

“Suppose there was an all-Indian reservation team named 
the ‘Navajo B ostonian’. Would white people take offense if 
at homecoming events, pep rallies and parades, the Indian 
faculty and student body put on blonde wigs, painted their 
faces white, and marched about singing God Bless America ?

“This is certainly no more demeaning to Indians than white 
and black people putting on war bonnets, painting up their 
faces, and beating drums and trying to sing Indian-type songs.”

The second group, the American Indian Registry for the 
Performing Arts of Los Angeles, has requested letters of

protest be sent to the ABC television network for the show, 
“The Wonder Years”, having Indians as the school’s mascot.

Anyone interested in joining the protest can write to the 
following:

JACK K. COOKE, Washington Redskins, Box 17247, 
Washington, DC 20041.

THOMAS S. MURPHY [or President DANIEL BURKE], 
Capital City/ABC Inc., 1330 Avenue of the Americas — 39th 
Floor, New Yoric, NY 10019.’

(Other national teams using Indian names include the 
Cleveland Indians, the Minnesota Braves, the Kansas City 
Chiefs, and the Atlanta Braves, but we have no addresses for 
them.)

There are two positive developments to report on the contro
versy: Giago notes that when a similar protest was made at 
California’s Stanford University, the students and faculty 
readily agreed to change the school’s team name from Indians 
to Cardinals, to avoid further defaming the nation’s first 
people.

Also, a high school in Oregon has agreed to drop its team’s 
logo of an Indian in full headdress, complete with human 
scalps, in favor of something else - not yet drawn up - that will 
represent the team’s name of Warriors without insulting any
one.

GAMBLING BILL COMPROMISES 
THREATENS SOVEREIGNTY

A proposed amendment to pending Indian gambling legisla
tion could diminish Tribal sovereignty if passed in its present 
form.

Rep. Tony Coelho (D-CA), a ranking member of the House 
Interior Committee, is pushing a proposal that would allow 
states to subject all Class III gaming on Indian reservations to 
state civil and criminal jurisdiction.

An alternative to the Coelho amendment, proposed by Rep. 
Morris K. Udall, would also give Congressional approval to 
the exercise of state civil and criminal jurisdiction over Class 
HI gambling.

The court could interpret the language of the provisions to 
include a waiver of sovereign immunity to allow state officials 
to sue tribes or prosecute Tribal leaders with regard to Class III 
gaming.

The gambling legislation, H.R. 2507, defines Class III 
gaming as all games not included in Class I (unregulated 
games) and Class II (card games, bingo, lotto, pull-tabs, punch 
boards, instant bingo and other games similar to bingo).

Coelho’s proposal has gained strong support from congress
men who favor state jurisdiction over gambling and it appears 
there is not enough support in the committee to defeat the 
proposal.

COCOPAH TRIBE TO GET $6.5 MIL. RV PARK
The Cocopah Indian Tribe has entered into a joint partner

ship arrangement to build a $2.6 million RV part project four 
(Continues on the next page)
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