
IHS eligibility rules set to begin Sept. 16
The Indian Health Services’ eligi

bility rules are due to kick in on schedule 
Sept. 16, according to Flathead Service 
Unit director Tom Keast.

What about all the talk about delay
ing implementation for a few years, 
pending further study? The idea is still 
only in the talking stage, Keast told the 
Tribal Council Aug. 26. The most cur
rent policy committed to paper, he said, 
is what appeared in the Federal Register 
on Sept. 16,1987:

1. Individuals of Indian or Alaska 
native descent who are members o f a 
federally recognized Indian tribe; AND  
reside within a federally-designated 
health service delivery area. (For the 
FSU, that means living on or near the 
Flathead Reservation.)

2. Individuals who are not members 
of a federally recognized Indian tribe, 
but are natural minor children (18 years 
or under) of a member o f a federally 
recognized tribe; AND reside within a 
federally-designated health service de
livery area.

3. A Non-Indian woman, pregnant 
with an eligible Indian’s child. (Eligibil
ity is limited to the period o f pregnancy 
through the six-week post-partum pe
riod.) Paternity must be established.

4. Non-Indian members o f an eli

gible Indian’s household, if the medical 
officers in charge determine health serv
ices are necessary to control an acute 
infectious disease/public health hazard.

5. To an otherwise eligible individ
ual for ur> to 90 davs after the person 
ceases to reside in a federally-desig
nated health service delivery area.

6. Individuals who are not eligible 
according to the above criteria, but who 
require ongoing health-care services in 
an acute-care facility or acute-care serv
ices on an outpatient basis. Appropriate 
follow-up care for these acute condi
tions is also covered. These services are 
available until considered no longer 
medically necessary by the Tribal phy
sician.

7. Individuals who would not be 
eligible according to the above criteria, 
but who require ongoing treatment for a 
chronic degenerative disease. These 
individuals remain covered until their 
condition has been stabilized and other 
assistance has been obtained.

8. Non-eligibles covered during the 
grace period (which ends March 16, 
1989): Those individuals who lose their 
eligibility, but have used IHS services 
within three years prior.

Questions may be directed to the 
Flathead Service Unit at 745-1205.

PUBLIC NOTICE -  HEAD START PROGRAM
The CS&KT’s Flathead Head Start Program announces the sponsorship o f the 

Child Care Food Program. The same meals will be made available to all enrolled 
children at no separate charge regardless o f race, color, national origin, age, sex, or 
handicap, and there is no discrimination in the course o f the meal service.

The Centers’ eligibility for free and reduced-price meal reimbursement is based on 
the following income scales effective through June 30,1988:

Helena seniors visit 
Reservation seniors

Members o f  the Montana Senior Citi
zens Association (MSCA) of Helena 
have been visiting the senior citizens’ 
centers on the Reservation in recent 
w eeks, conducting an “SSI awareness 
survey”.

A  survey team m et with a dozen inter
ested seniors Aug. 30 in Ronan. A 
spokeswom an explained that the survey 
forms fillcdoutby the seniors while they 
ate lunch were designed to measure how 
much people knew about the federal 
program called Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI).

The SSI survey is the result o f a suc
cessful non-governmental grant re
quest, she said. Montana is one of 20 
states to be selected for the survey proj
ect, with the emphasis on Lake, Sanders 
and Flathead counties. The MSCA 
hopes the survey w ill help answer the 
question, “W hy is the SSI client list 
shrinking while the number of senior
citizens is increasing?”

So what is SSI? It’s federal money 
designed to help people who fit in one of
the tw o categories below:

• A ged 65  or older and low-income
• Blind or disabled o f  any age and low- 

incom e(Add “must be a U .S. citizen or an 
authorized alien” to both o f the above, as 
w ell.)If you fit either o f  the above catego
ries, call your local Social Security of
fice to inquire about signing up (1-800- 
722-0453 in Western Montana), or see
the field  representative when he visits

Fast on

Annual Income
Eligibility Scale for Eligibility Scale for

Family Size Free Meals
1 7,501
2 10,049
3 12,597
4 15,145
5 17,693
6 20,241
7 22,789
8 25,337
For each additional 
family member add: 2,548
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Reduced Price Meals 
10,675 
14,301 
17,927 
21,553 
25,179 
28,805 
32,431 
36,057

3,626

Meals will be provided at these facihtie • n 
Head Start Center, Arlee Head Start Cen > f 
Head Start Center, and St. Ignatius Head S ,. ^je 

The Child Care Food Program is open to an » of 
children regardless o f race, age, sex, handicap, 
national origin. If you believe you have been 
nated against in receiving food service becau wfjte 
age, sex, handicap, color or national on^ w ^ ng- 
immediately to the Secretary o f Agriculture, 
ton, D.C. 20250.
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