
Lankford encourages Tribal members to get politically involved
Tribal member Rhonda Lankford is 

leading the way for Indian Democrats as 
she continues to sit on the Executive 
Board of the National Rainbow Coali
tion — a coalition of groups and organi
zations headed by the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson.

The Tribal Council recently agreed to 
support the efforts of both the Rainbow 
Coalition and Lankford, which includes 
covering some of her traveling ex
penses. In return, Lankford offers the 
Tribes technical assistance such as lob
bying and otherwise acting as a liaison at 
the state and national level.

She says the National Rainbow Coali
tion is a “voice for minorities and those 
who feel they’ve been left out of the po
litical process.” Rev. Jackson is the 
president of the board, which is made up 
of such groups as senior citizens, farm
ers, Asian-Americans, Blacks, Hispan- 
ics, and Native Americans, to name a 
few.

Lankford is one of two Native Ameri

cans on the national board. She was also 
the coordinator of Jackson’s visit to 
Arlee last May. In July she went to the 
National Democratic Convention in 
Atlanta, Georgia, where she served as a 
Montana delegate. She reports there 
were 51 Indian delegates at the National 
Democratic Convention — “More than 
ever”, she noted. They got together in 
Atlanta to discuss various issues affect
ing their respective Tribal groups. “The 
Indian delegates were very vocal and 
very productive members of their state 
delegations,” said Lankford.

Now that Jackson’s 1988 presiden
tial race is over, the Coalition is focusing 
efforts on voter registration. The execu
tive Bboard met earlier this month to 
discuss how to effectively get folks 
registered and then get them to vote.

Lankford says some people who’ve 
backed Jackson question whether or not 
they should even vote now. “There are 
some important decisions coming up in 
the next administration that will affect

Indian people,” she said. “Democrats 
have traditionally been more favorable 
to Indians.”

Lankford believes it’s important for 
Indians to become involved in the politi
cal planning process, even in their own 
communities — serving on school 
boards —  on up to state and national 
levels. “In the past,” she says, “we’ve 
been reacting instead of planning.” She 
says Indian people need to get registered 
and vote before they’ll be taken seri
ously. “If the seven reservations in 
Montana had a unified vote, that vote 
would carry some weight,” she said.

Lankford and Lucille Otter will be 
conducting local drives to get people 
registered. They hope to set up registra
tion tables at the Tribal Complex and 
SKC. Otter says the people who helped 
with registration before the primary 
election are welcome to do so again 
(now through Oct. 10th). She said will 
inform the Reservation public about 
registration specifics in the near future.

WIC: Special Supplemental Food Program for Women, Infants and Children
WIC means health care, supplemental food, and 

nutrition education for women, infants and children. 
WIC is for for you if :

-- Are pregnant or are no more than six weeks 
past a birth, or 

-  Nursing a baby, or
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client-load. That includes updating pa
tient files with proof of Tribal member
ship and residency, and identifying who 
will be receiving BICs — beneficiary 
identification cards.

Once the appropriations bill is ap
proved, the delay-for-a-year policy will 
be official. Until then, Rhoades noted, 
the IHS would be working under a 
“general notice” to delay.

The bottom line then, as of late last 
week, according to the Rhoades memo, 
is: “No one should be denied or pro
vided IHS services based on the new eli
gibility regulations unless and until you 
[area and field offices] are instructed to 
commence application of the new rule.”

-  Have a child under five years of age, or 
-- Have an identified nutrition need, and
- Meet established income guidelines and

-- Live in a W IC  service area
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available and a shuttle will be provided 
for a short float from Sloan Bridge to the 
site of the gathering. Camping will be 
permitted for anyone wishing to come 
early and camp out Friday nighL 

Activities will begin at 12 noon on 
Saturday, with the feast starting around 
3 p.m. Meat will be provided. Suggested 
potluck dishes include salads, vege
tables, bread, desserts, and drinks — 
but, please, no alcoholic beverages.

Signs will mark the route both from 
the Round Butte Road on the north and 
from the Moicse Store on the south. Any 
elders needing a ride to the gathering, or 
anyone with questions, may contact 
Barbara Oie at Salish Kootenai College, 
675-4800.
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