
NEWS FROM ELSEWHERE IN INDIAN COUNTRY
FIVE OKLAHOMA TRIBES SEEK 
TO CONTRACT BIA 

Five Oklahoma Indian tribes have stated their 
intent to contract for all services provided by the 
Shawnee agency presently operated by the Bu
reau of Indian Affairs. It would mark the First time 
that a BIA agency serving more than one Indian tribe has been 
contracted. The five tribes — Absentee Shawnee and Citizen 
Band Potawatomi, Shawnee; Iowa of Oklahoma, Perkins; Sac 
& Fox of Oklahoma, Stroud; and Kickapoo of Oklahoma, 
McLeod — would take over operations of all direct services 
now being provided by BIA personnel. The Alabama- 
Coushatta Tribe of Livingston, Texas, also would have to agree 
to the contract since a predetermined budget for the tribe passes 
through the Shawnee agency. According to a spokesman for 
the Absentee Shawnee Tribe, their recommendations would be 
that “the funds now being used by BIA to operate the agency 
would be distributed to each of the Five tribes based on a 
predetermined percentage calculated on the basis of number of 
Tribal members living in the area and amount of Tribal trust 
land, plus a set base amount ‘to help the smaller tribes.’ “ The 
six tribes have a combined membership of approximately 
18,000 members.

Indian Affairs Assistant Secretary Ross Swimmer called 
the cooperative effort of the tribes a giant step forward in self- 
determination that can lead to further progress of the six tribes 
served by the Shawnee agency. “I have encouraged this kind of 
activity; we want more tribes to look at the advantages of 
contracting more of the programs run by the Bureau. This goes 
along with my plan to have the BIA get out of the way and let 
the tribes move forward at the pace and in the method they 
choose,” he said.

The Shawnee agency employs 28 people with an annual 
payroll of $660,000.

WASHINGTON TO CELEBRATE 
NATIVE HERITAGE

A celebration of Washington’s Native Ameri
can heritage will be a part of the Washington State 

Centennial Commission celebration that gets under
way in November. From April 1 - October 1,1989, 
the Burke Museum in Olympia will present a major 

exhibition, “A Time of Gathering: Native Heritage in Wash
ington State” that will feature “the Native people who have 
lived here for millenia.” The ofFicial centennial newsletter says 
“the exhibit is being developed with the welcome advice and 
assistance of all the tribes of the state.” Contact forcing Tribal 
trafFic laws that call for non-Indian to be tried in Tribal court. 
In an interview with the Arizona Republic, Lois Sizemore, a 
Holbrook justice of the peace said she doublts that the news 
laws will be enforceable.

The new laws took affect in August on the 25,000-square- 
mile reservation patrolled by Tribal police. Indian courts do 
not have criminal jurisdiction over non-Indians and the Su
preme Court has ruled that the tribes cannot have jurisdiction 
unless it is granted by Congress.

Navajo Tribal attorneys contend that the law is legal because 
non-Indian motorists who are stopped will be asked to sign a 
waiver agreeing to accept the jurisdiction of the Tribal court.

The most controversial aspect of the new set of laws is the 
provision that allows livestock owners to be cited if their 
animals stray onto the road. The only fences on the reservation 
were put up by the BIA and they no longer contain the 
livestock. Previously, it was the driver’s responsibility to 
watch out for wandering livestock. (From the American Indian 
Report of August)

AIR QUALITY, from page four:

and air pollutants (including fine particulate) in the valleys 
causing poor air quality.

Bob Raisch of the DHES’s Air Quality Bureau points out 
that, “We can’t control the weather, but we can reduce emis
sions.” The DHES is cooperating with local governments and 
the public to identify the major emission sources and to 
develop control options which will reduce air pollution to safe 
levels.

The Tribal Air Quality Program will continue to identify 
potential sources on the Reservation and try to reduce emis
sions by pointing out violations that are overlooked by opera
tors.

Operators and owners usually have no intention of being 
heavy contributors of emissions. It is something that sneaks up 
and gets progressively worse until it is Finally noticed.

For instance, 30 or 40% opacity (visibility through a plume) 
is usually tolerated and acceptable. But, when and how long 
does it take to become 70 and 80% opacity (which is very often 
not acceptable or tolerated when noticed)?

PM-10 EMISSION INVENTORY  
FOR W ESTERN MONTANA  

FOR SEPTEMBER THROUGH MARCH
Emission Category PM-10 Emissions

(Tons')
Unpaved roads 74,100
Slash burning 48,800
Residential wood stoves 7,200
Industrial facilities 6,000
Paved roads 2,300
Oil heating (residential and commercial) 400
Automobile exhaust 300
Construction activity 300
Off-road vehicle exhaust (gas and diesel) 200
Windblown dust 100
Aggregate storage pile 100
Railroad locomotive exhaust 100
Agricultural open burning 100
Coal heating (residential and commercial) 100
Natural gas heating (residential and commercial) 100
Agricultural tillage <50
L.P. gas <50
Aircraft exhaust <50
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