
CONFERENCE, from page one:
A few background notes about banquet speaker 

Tim Giago —

•Born on July 12 ,1934, on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South 
Dakota, a member of the Ogfala Sioux 

•Author o! “Notes from Indian Country”, a self-syndicated editorial 
column carried by 23 daily and weekly papers 

•Author of two books — JCteigaJtejm.»3^aa,CQwotry W ï  â to io in a l. 
Sins. • • • % . - ^ ' v \

«Founder, editor and publisher of The Lakota Timesr the largest In* 
dependent Indian-owned weekly newspaper in the U,S> | l |

•Founder and first president of the Native American Press Associa
tion

•Winner of the 1985 H. L  Mencken Writing Award and a 1988 Civil 
and Human Rights Award from the South Dakota and Natibnai 
Education Associations : ;1̂

A little background information on 
the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians —

ATNI traces its history back to the 
late 1940s, when Pacific Northwest 
Tribal leaders noticed an erosion of 
Indian sovereignty, as federal deci
sion-makers began promoting termi
nation of tribes as a solution to what 
they called “the Indian problem”.

In 1952, the group took a formal 
name and began meeting regularly as a 
non-profit organization to establish a 
support system between all tribes in 
the northwest — a sort of “council of 
councils”, as it’s been described, 
where the best wisdom of Tribal lead
ers could be shared for the benefit of 
many.

A constitution and bylaws were 
adopted, as well as a preamble that de
scribes the organization’s purpose:

“We, the members of the Affiliated 
Tribes of Northwest Indians of the 
United States, invokfe] the divine 
blessing of the Creator upon our ef
forts and purposes, in order to pre
serve for ourselves and our descen
dants rights secured under Indian 
treaties and agreements with the 
United States, and all other rights and 
benefits to which we are entitled 
under the laws and constitution of the 
United States and the several states, to 
enlighten the public toward a better 
understanding of the Indian people, to 
preserve Indian cultural values, and 
otherwise promote the welfare of the 
Indian people.. .”

Other purposes include fostering 
(Concludes on page three)

planned for Tuesday and Wednesday. A 
banquet Wednesday evening will fea
ture syndicated columnist Tim Giago of 
The Lakota Times, and an auction of 
donated items. A pow wow with con
tests and exhibition dances is set for 7 
p.m. Thursday, which is also when a 
variety of contributed prizes will be 
raffled, including the grand prize of 
$500 from the Confederated Salish and 
Kootenai Tribes. A special tribute to 
past ATNI representatives is scheduled 
for the opening ceremony on Tuesday, 
too.

After-conference tours of Flathead 
Lake, Glacier Park and the Flathead 
Reservation will be arranged as well, 
depending on interest.

The $75 registration fee covers both 
luncheons, the welcoming reception, 
and an information packet. The banquet 
is an extra $20. Registration is set for 
Monday afternoon before the confer
ence and Tuesday afternoon. Daily reg
istration rates are $30 per day.

Final agendas will be available Mon
day at the conference site.

In the meantime, a list of scheduled 
events follow.

For more information about the his
tory and goals of ATNI, or banquet 
speaker Giago, please see the accompa
nying stories.

Monday, Oct. 3: Registration begins 
at 3 p.m.

Tuesday, OcL 4: 9 a.m. — Call to 
order, presentation of flag, opening 
prayer. 9:20 a.m. — roll call. 9:30 a.m.
— Agenda review. 11:00 a.m. — 1990 
census. Noon — Luncheon with CSKT 
Chairman Mickey Pablo, who’ll ad
dress the subject of exercising sover
eignty on the Flathead, which will in
clude the Tribes’ plans for taking over 
management of the power division of 
the Flathead Indian Irrigation Project^ 
p.m. — General assembly for discus
sion of current concerns. 5:30 — Dinner 
break, during which chairpersons may 
convene committee meetings. 7-9 p.m.
— Welcome reception, with speakers 
Velda Shelby (CSKT, conference coor
dinator), Edward Kennedy (mayor of 
Kalispell), and Louis Claybom (Coordi
nator of Indian Affairs for the State of 
Montana). Entertainment by Leonard 
Mountain Chief (Blackfeet) and Gen 
Huitt Calanche (Salish).

Wednesday, Oct. 5: 9 a.m. -  Call to

order and general assembly. 9:30 a.m. - 
- Economic Development Committee. 
11:30 -- Report from the Intertribal 
Agricultural Council. Noon -  Lunch
eon, and an update on nuclear issues. 
1:30 n.m. — Reports from the national 
political conventions (with CSKTs 
Rhonda Lankford) and discussion of 
voter-registration strategies. 3 p.m. -  
Economic Development Workshop. 5 
p.m. -  Break. 7 p.m. -  Banquet, featur
ing Tim Giago of The Lakota Times; 
fund-raising auction.

Thursday, Oct. 6 :9 a.m. -- Commit
tees meet. 10:30 -  Call to order, general 
assembly, opening ceremony, roll call;

update on legislation. 11 a.m. -  Health 
and Human Services update. Noon — 
Lunch on your own; committees may 
meet. 2 p.m. -  General assembly, "Vi
sions for the Future", a panel discussion 
including the Affiliated Tribes of Can
ada. 4 p.m. -  Break. 4:30-6 p.m. — 
Committees meet 7 p.m. -  Deadline for 
written resolutions. 7:30 p.m. -  Pow 
wow, exhibition dances, raffle.

Friday, Oct. 7: 9 a.m. -  Opening 
prayers, roll call. 9:30 -  Election of new 
officers. 10:30 -  Committee reports and 
resolutions. 11:30 -  Other business of 
the assembly. 12:30 p.m. -  Close of 
convention.
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