
The river’s friends gather to talk about past and future
The Indian Summer 

weather was as good as the 
roads were bad Oct. 1 for 
1988’s “Honoring the River” 
celebration southwest of Ro- 
nan.

An estimated 150 people 
from on and off the Reserva
tion braved unnamed county 
roads and some trail’s-end 4x4 
terrain to attend the afternoon 
gathering, which spot1 ighted 
the Flathead River.

Their efforts were rewarded 
by gentle sunshine, the com
panionship of fellow “river- 
appreciators”, and a potluck 
meal that featured moose and 
elk meat and homemade 
noodles.

The event was jointly spon
sored by the Salish Culture 
Committee (SCC) and a group 
called Flathead River Watch 
(FRW).

Joe McDonald, a member of 
FRW, acted as the day’s 
“emcee”, introducing a series 
of speakers whose remarks 
spanned the feelings and deeds

west to the Pacific Ocean.) His 
prayer included a request for 
peace in the valley between 
neighbors who look to the river 
for a variety of benefits, such 
as irrigation water and recrea
tion.

Woodcock told how he and 
his family used to travel from 
S t Ignatius each fall to camp 
with others at various spots 
alongside the water. The men 
would hunt and fish in prepara
tion for the upcoming winter. 
“It wasn’t just the Woodcocks. 
There were Incasholas, Fin
leys, Matts — a lot of people,” 
he said. “I was younger then 
and didn’t think it was any
thing special to do. It was just 
something we did every fall.” 
The last such camp-out was 
back in the ’60s, he said.

Lucille Otter of Ronan then 
recalled how she used to body- 
float the river as it passed the 
Old Agency near Dixon, back 
in the ’30s when there were 
steps from the old clubhouse 
leading to the water. That

of 50 years.
First up were Clarence Woodcock (director of SCC), and 

elders Pat Pierre and Francis Stanger.
Stanger said the spirit of the river is there to help people, 

noting that he and others retreat to the water as a cure for 
troubled thoughts.

Pierre likened the river to an artery flowing from a heart. (A 
later speaker would note that the Flathead is part of the 
headwaters of the Columbia River Basin system that flows

pleasant pasttime came to an abrupt end one day when the man 
she’d later marry found a live rattlesnake also enjoying a swim, 
she said.

Her brother, Thurman Trosper, also of Ronan, took a differ
ent tack in his remarks, encouraging members of the crowd to 
do what they could to protect the Flathead from development. 
He mentioned some people’s continued interest in installing 
another dam or two, and a proposed mining project in Canada

(Concludes on page six)
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