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INTERAGENCY EFFORT TRAINS INDI-
ANS: An innovative interagency apprentice trainee program 
between the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Department of Labor 
and Bureau of Reclamation is training eight men and women 
to operate and maintain a hydro-electric dam in Montana. 
Working at the base of the 550-foot tall Yellowtail Dam at Fort 
Smith, the BIA employment assistance program participants 
are getting classroom training and actual worksite experience 
without having to leave their home reservation. With assis
tance from the Little Big Hom Community College and adult 
basic education courses, trainees are able to take necessary 
courses in math, science, electricity, and engineering drawing 
to enable them to read technical manuals while working in 
electrical, mechanical or operations section crews at the Rec
lamation facility.

More than 262 applicants returned applications in the initial 
processing. The eight trainees were selected from 55 appli
cants interviewed. Runners-up will be carried as alternates. 
Upon completion of the 8,000-hour apprentice program, 
graduates will be qualified to compete cm the U.S. Office of 
Personnel Management register ft»- journeyman powerplant 
operators, plant mechanics or power system electrician posi
tions. Television station KOUS in Hardin-Billings has devel
oped a 22-minute film on the program. More information can 
be obtained from Marilyn Old Hom, (406) 638-2843.

CANDIDATE DOESN'T FAVOR 
RESERVATIONS: Republican U.S. Senate candidate 
Conrad Bums of Billings said he agrees with President 
Reagan’s recent assessment that the federal government may 
have made a mistake in creating reservations for the nation’s 
Indians. “The truth is the reservation system is not working for 
our Native people,” he said in a news release. “High alcoholism 
rates, unemployment, unworkable governments, waste of 
valuable resources and opportunities, and immeasurable waste 
of human potential are not hallmarks of the Indian people 
Lewis and Clark found in Montana.”

Bums criticized Democratic Sen. John Melcher for sponsor
ing legislation that increases the Indians’ reliance on govern
m ent “Something has to be done to break the cycle of depend
ence which has been created by a century of benevolent 
intentions.” (Great Falls Tribune)

CROWS CHARGE NON- 
INDIANS TO WORK: As of
July 1,1988, the TERO (Tribal Em
ployment Rights Office) laws on the 
Crow Reservation require non-Indi
ans to buy work permits to work on 
Indian land. The permits cost $100 
for six months. According to the Big 
Hom County News, the law also 
“dictates that 95% of all employees 

of all businesses on the reservation must be Indian”. Adher
ence to the regulations has been poor, it’s reported.

*

CROWS LOSE IHS CONTRACTS: Service 
contracts worth more than $500,000 will not be renewed when 
they expire O ct 1 because of continuing mismanagement of 
the funds by the Crow Tribe, the Indian Health Service said 
Sept. 16. A letter notifying the tribe of the action was hand- 
delivered Friday afternoon, said Duane Jeanotte, Billings area 
IHS director. The letter stressed accounting and bookkeeping 
problems that have persisted despite repeated IHS warnings 
and many efforts to help the tribe correct the problems. Assis
tant Area Director Pete Conway said IHS officials have met 
with tribal officials several times. He said the tribe has ac
knowledged the problem and given numerous assurances that 
it will be corrected. “But they never get around to doing it,” 
Conway said. Specific fiscal problems listed in the letter in
clude: use of IHS funds for other programs, failure to make 
timely tax deposits, failure to pay operating expenses, failure 
to collect unvouchcred travel advances, failure to pay salaries
and improper advancing of salaries. (Missoulian)

*

CROW PLAN TRUST FUND: If approximately 
$30 million in protested coal taxes is released to the Crow 
Tribe, the bulk of money will probably be placed in a perma
nent fund, Tribal officials have decided. According to a 
spokesman for Chairman Richard Real Bird, the fund will be 
modeled after Montana’s coal tax fund. The principal will be 
used to generate perpetual income for die tribe and will not be 
available except by a two-thirds, secret-ballot vote of the 
Tribal council. In addition to the pending action on the perma
nent fund, the tribe has signed an agreement with the account
ing firm of Ernst & Whinney to review its current controls and 
accounting systems and make recommendations for improve
ments.

OBITUARIES, from paga thro*:
Duane Archer and wife, Jina (Springfield), and Linda 
Sietz and her husband, Robert (Springfield); a brother, 
Robert Neeland (Portland); two sisters, Catherine Wil
liams (Colorado) and Margie Martin (Portland); seven 
grandchildren; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Services were Sept. 23 in Springfield, with Lloyd L. 
Burnell officiating. Interment was at Springfield Memo
rial Gardens.
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