
Char-Koosta Publishing’ is approved by Tribal Council
The Tribal Council on Oct. 11 ap

proved the merger of the Char- 
KoostaNews with Char-Koosta Print
ing under the name “Char-Koosta 
Publishing”.

Among the changes will be a new 
look for the news publication, which

will be printed on newsprint in a broad
sheet size, and a return to accepting ad
vertising and subscriptions from non- 
Tribal members. Newsstand sales will 
be a new feature.

The paper will continue to be pro

duced weekly and provided free-of- 
charge to Tribal members, with their 
copies including the minutes of 
Tribal Council meetings.

More details on subscription 
prices, etc., will be announced soon.

______________________________ /
Usual stew-pot of topics at quarterly

Two dozen Tribal members heard 
brief reports on two dozen topics at the 
October quarterly on the 7th.

Chairman Mickey Pablo got the ball 
rolling with a few trip reports and court- 
case updates. One trip was to meet with 
the Montana and Wyoming Tribal 
Chairmen’s Association, where he 
learned about an upcoming economic 
development conference at Wind River. 
The chairmen’s group hopes the confer
ence will result in tribes entering into 
buy-Indian deals with each other, he 
said.

At the first meeting of the Intertribal 
Agriculture Council, he said, they heard 
about a major snack-food company 
that’s interested in learning about how 
much good farm land is available for use 
in Indian Country.

He called the results of a trip to Wash
ington, D.C., to discuss funding for 
elders’ programs “promising”. (EIP 
director Arlene Templer has since an
nounced that the Council has agreed to 
help with expenses so the two-lunches- 
for-elders schedule will continue.)

On the subject of taxes, or rather the 
lack of them for counties on reserva
tions, he noted that the Government 
Accounting Office would be releasing a 
report late this year. He said he had 
heard that the report will show that fed
eral money spent in Lake County easily

GAMBLING, from page one:
classifications, which includes Keno 
and poker machines and probably the 
state lottery. For these activities to con
tinue on reservations, tribes must enter 
into compacts with their states on how 
the games will be run.

Pablo said the Salish and Kootenai 
Tribes have no plans to initiate any 
compact, a position also held by seven 
other Tribal chairman in Montana and

outweighs the loss of property taxes.
In department news: Lloyd Jackson 

and Lawrence Kenmille told how 
Shoreline Protection videotapes all 
streambed work now so the SPO board 
can monitor compliance; the Tribal 
Land Office had a proposed land swap in 
Dixon to discuss; and Tribal attorneys 
reported on two water-rights matters, 
one concerning a case in Montana, and 
the other about pending legislation in 
Utah which might affect tribes across 
the country.

Audience comments included Rio 
Liberty’s questioning of accounting 
reports and other procedures at the Post 
and Pole Yard, and a variety of concerns 
expressed by Louise Stasso.

Liberty said that reports in the Coun
cil minutes about the post yard being 
self-supporting were wrong. Price 
raises promised to cutters also haven’t 
materialized, Sybil Butler added.

Stasso told about the “negative expe
riences” she’s had since returning to the 
Reservation, including troubles with 
BIA land appraisals, nepotism in some 
Tribal departments, and lack of justice 
concerning the hit-and-run death of a 
relative.

She also brought up the subject of 
concurrent jurisdiction. Three visitors 
from the Colville Reservation, on their 

(Concludes on page seven)

Wyoming, he said. Reservation busi
ness involved with gambling, as well as 
consumers, will need to talk with the 
state, he said.

Local reports say Lake County and 
the towns of Poison and Ronan stand to 
lose a combined $73,000 in fees if class 
III gambling ends here.

The Tribal legal staff is preparing an 
analysis of the law for Council review.

Council to consider 
suggestions from 
horse riders

Two dozen or so backcountry horse
men met with two Council members 
Oct. 3 to discuss three trails in the Mis
sion Mountain Wilderness that have 
been closed to horses and other live
stock.

Fred Matt (St. Ignatius) and Floyd 
Nicolai (Arlee) spent 90 minutes with 
the interested crowd, taking note of 
suggestions for managing the popular 
areas without resorting to closure.

Matt had a series of slides that showed 
examples of over-use of the McDonald 
Lake, Eagle Pass Creek, and Mollman 
Creek trails, which included water ero
sion, barbed-wire fences (permanent 
man-made items are forbidden in the 
wilderness, he noted), illegally cut 
green trees, grass stomped down to bed
rock, and exposed tree roots— the latter 
two instances caused by horses.

A few slides showed two dead horses 
that were attracting hungry bears. Given 
their bulk and the rocky terrain, they 
were dispatched by being exploded on 
the spot.

Matt pointed out that the closures 
under discussion were temporary and 
that “the Council doesn’t want to shut 
anyone out, but we do need to do some
thing to preserve the wilderness for fu
ture generations”.

The Tribal Wilderness wasn’t the 
only area having problems, he added. 
The U.S. Forest Service reports that it is 
experiencing similar misuse on the 
Swan side, he said.

One thing campers or hikers could do 
to help the situation, he said, is to fill out 
the registration cards at each trailhead 
which would help his department, 
Wildland Recreation, do its job better.

(Concludes on page seven)
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