
'Take the initiative’, was a major message 
at the Affiliated Tribes' annual conference

The crowd was skimpier that ex
pected, but the information available 
wasn’t.

Delegates and visitors at the 36th 
annual conference of the Affiliated 
Tribes of Northwest Indians, held in 
Kalispell Oct. 4-7, heard all kinds of 
news, good and not-so-good.

On the first day, for example, they 
heard Salish and Kootenai Tribal em
ployees, Chairman Mickey Pablo and 
attorney Dan Decker, tell about progress 
on the Flathead.

Day two had more progress to share, 
this time from the Colville Reservation 
in Washington. During the evening, 
though, banquet speaker Tim Giago 
talked about the anti-Indian sentiment 
that’s growing across the U.S.

Day three’s agenda included a legisla
tive update, with a mixed bag of news, 
but the day ended on an entertaining note 
with a pow wow and raffles.

Here is just some of the information 
that was passed along to about 100 con
ference participants:

The 1990 Census —  Alice Soloman 
and Gary George gave a one-hour pres
entation explaining how the upcoming 
census would be conducted and why 
good numbers were important for Indian 
Country (because some federal funds 
are tied to population, and for voting 
district reapportionment). A controver
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sial point was the announcement that the 
question of race would be left up to each 
survey answerer. Some were concerned 
that federal funds would be diluted by 
too many people, particularly in the East 
where a few groups are petitioning for 
federal recognition, improperly claim
ing to be Indian.

As the 1990 survey gets closer, an
nouncements will be made about tem
porary jobs available on reservations 
and in district offices. Velda Shelby at 
Tribal headquarters will have that infor
mation once it’s finalized.

National Politics — Tribal member 
Rhonda Lankford reported about her 
experiences with the national Rainbow 
Coalition, headed by Jesse Jackson. Her 
career in politics began on the local 
level, she said, when she became in
volved with the school system on the 
Fort Belknap Reservation, where it took 
six years to get an Indian on the school 
board. Indians need to stop reacting to 
public policy, she said, and be aggres
sive at initiating attention to their con
cerns. Voting is one way to start, she 
said.

Economic Development — Eight 
people served on two economic panels 
on Wednesday. The BIA representa
tives spoke about the need for good 
advance planning and creative financ
ing. They said that while the BIA has 
money available for tribes this fiscal 
year, no major projects have been ap
proved so far.

Representatives of the Colville Tribe 
told about the projects that have failed 
and succeeded on their reservation. One 
had eight specific planning guidelines to 
share, which included the advice that 
Tribal leaders and planners need to 
know when to let go of an idea once it’s 
proven unfeasible, no matter how dear 
to their hearts it is.

Another said cultural and environ
mental considerations are important. He 
said two Tribal enterprises were scaled 
down either for cultural preservation or 
ecological reasons, even though it 
meant the loss of some profits.

Members of the American Indian 
Trade Council showed slides of their 
recent trip to Japan to promote Indian 

(Concludes on page four)

POW WOW AND RAFFLE 
RESULTS

About 100 spectators and almost as 
many dancers showed up for the Affili
ated Tribes of Northwest Indians pow 
wow Oct. 6 at Cavanaugh ’ s Inn in Kalis
pell, the site of this year’s ATNI confer
ence hosted by the Tribes.

The pow wow was emcee’d by David 
Brown Eagle of Wellpinit, who kept the 
audience entertained while breaks in 
dancing were taken for the raffle and 
several 50/50 drawings to benefit ATNI.

Seven drum groups kept the dancers 
warmed up for the contests. Exhibitions 
were done by Tony Brown (Salish/ 
Kootenai) who did a hoop dance, and by 
Carlene Whitegrass (Browning), who 
did a jingle-dress dance.

All in all, the 30-or-so non-Indian 
spectators were interested enough to last 
almost as long as the dancers.

Two special contests were held — the 
men ’ s shawl dance and the women ’ s cap 
dance. Both were especially crowd
pleasing. An owl dance also got some of 
the non-natives out on the floor.

The winners of the pow wow and 
raffle were:

POW WOW —
LITTLE GIRLS: (1) Arlene Edwards, (2) 

Lindsey Whiteman, (3) Tara Cutfinger.
LITTLE BOYS: (1) Chris Williams, (2) 

Marry Slicpoo, (3) Ambros Bessette.
TEEN GIRLS: (1) Charlene Whitegrass, 

(2) Joanne Good Eagle, (3) Tina Tallbull.
TEEN BOYS: (1) William Whitegrass, 

(2) Mervin Good Eagle.
W OM EN’S FANCY: (1) Sancha 

Windyboy, (2) Amanda Whiteman, (3) 
Michelle Black Kettle.

WOMEN’S TRADITIONAL: (1) Mag
gie Black Kettle, (2) Joni Lamb, (3) Tessie 
Williams.

MEN’S FANCY: (1) Stan Whiteman, (2) 
Tony Brown, (3) Luke Whiteman.

MEN’S TRADITIONAL: (1) Kenny 
Lefthand, (2) Phillip Paul, (3) Wallace 
Shorty.

OWL DANCE: (1) Kelly Good Eagle/ 
Maggie Black Kettle, (2) Stan Whiteman/ 
Sancha Windyboy, (3) Joanne Good Eagle/ 
Unknown.

RAFFLE —
AFGHANS: Velda Auck and Duane

Voise (both donated by Sue Schaffer)
ATNI SHIRT or HAT: Sam Cagey (do

nated by ATNI)
EARRINGS: Mike Finley (donated by 

Velda Auck)
(Concludes on the next page)

v v v Y V Y V Y Y V Y V Y Y V V Y r y Y Y V i OCTOBER 19,1988 -- CSKT's Char-Koosta News, Pablo, MT -  PAGE 3


