
THD welcomes new social worker

M edical S ocia l W orker s ta f f  inc ludes (L to R)
J a n  B arce, M argene A say a n d  new com er C laudia Long.

The Tribal Health Department, after 
many months of advertising, welcomed 
aboard a new medical social worker 
Sept. 6. She’s Claudia Long, M.S.W.

“It seems like home here in the valley 
— it’s quite spectacular, these gorgeous 
mountains and trees and best of all, the 
rain,” the former Portland resident said.

The Medical Social Work office is re
sponsible for discharge planning and 
follow-up for Tribal members. “Of 
course,” Long adds, “we will continue 
to furnish financial resource informa
tion on third-party reimbursements such 
as Medicare, Medicaid and Social Secu
rity through our resource specialist, 
Margene Asay.

“It’s our plan to continue to encourage 
doctors and hospitals to seek assistance 
from our office in transitional Tribal 
patients into and out of health facilities, 
and to follow through with case plan
ning and after-care with other health 
professionals including our community 
health nurses and CHRs, etc.”

Under consideration for the future 
are:

“ A dopt-a-G randparen t” , where 
youngsters will volunteer to visit with 
elders at local nursing homes, “to sup
port valuable interaction between our 
elders and youth,” Long notes. Jan

Barce, social worker assistant, will be 
coordinating the program.

Domestic violence and sexual as
sault: “At this time we are in the plan
ning stage and are evaluating needs in 
this area.”

Public resource library: Articles, 
pamphlets, cassettes, etc., will pass 
along information regarding illness and 
disease and their impacts on patients and 
their families. Topics will include 
AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs) and other sexuality issues, can
cers, and dialysis, as well as Social 
Security and Medicare, and information 
on local community programs for com
munity awareness.

Smoking cessation clinics are also 
being planned, as part of Long’s job as 
coordinator of Public Education for 
Ronan and St. Ignatius for the American 
Cancer Society. “This position is a valu
able tool in reaching the Native Ameri
can community about cancer-related 
health issues, both as an intervention 
and education vehicle. Nutrition will be 
a part of the cancer-education, too.

Long is Nez Perce, hailing from Port
land, Oregon. She received her master’s 
degree from Portland State University, 
and is currently working towards licen- 
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Tentative voter 
turn-out figures are in

Did you hear on the radio last week 
that Minnesota had the highest voter 
turn-out (between 60-70% of all regis
tered voters), while Washington, D.C., 
had the lowest (30-40%)?

Flathead Reservation Indian voters 
did as well, and better in some places, as 
the Minnesotans.

Lucille Otter reports that tentative 
figures as of Nov. 14 showed the follow
ing turn-out percentages - -

Arlee: 63%
Poison: 64%
Missoula: 64%
Ronan: 70%
St. Ignatius: 74%
Pablo: 75%
Dayton: 76%
Hot Springs: 79%
Elmo: 79%
Round Butte: 89%

Poison’s percentage is actually 
higher, she said. For some reason, some 
people’s names weren’t checked off the 
list, she said, and the poll watchers 
might not have recognized some Tribal 
members there and in other places.

She concluded that this year’s regis
tration and get-out-the-vote drives were 
successful. The turn-out could have 
been a lot better, though, if more 
younger “registerees” would have actu
ally cast ballots, she noted.

To everyone who helped the effort 
this year, she wrote the following:

“To the poll watchers, phone opera
tors, drivers and all who helped get out 
the vote on Nov. 8, thank you. We had a 
good voter tum-out as a result of your 
help and dedication and it is greatly 
appreciated.”

Otter was chairman of this year’s 
Reservation GOTV drive and is coordi
nator of the Montana Alliance for Pro
gressive Policy.
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