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MSU program helps 
Native Americans reach 
medical school

by Annette Trinity 
MSU Research Editor

Among the reasons usually given for 
attending medical school are the ones 
emphasizing a physician’s role in heal
ing.

Jessica Doney, a 24-year-old Turtle 
Mountain-Chippewa Indian from Har
lem, Mont., has another.

She would like to become a role 
model for disadvantaged students who 
might otherwise not consider health 
occupations.

Although Doney doesn’t necessarily 
consider herself a disadvantaged stu
dent, she says she entered college with a 
weak science background. Thanks to a 
special program at Montana State Uni
versity, Doney was able to catch up. She 
graduated with a 3.4 grade-point aver
age (4.0 is a perfect GPA) and was 
accepted into the University of Wash
ington School of Medicine.

Doney was a student in the Minority 
Biomedical Research Support (MBRS) 
program, now in its fifth year in Mon
tana. Funded by the National Institutes 
of Health, MBRS programs across the 
country place minority students in cam
pus laboratories to learn basic science 
and research techniques. In Montana the 
program operates as a consortium ar
rangement between MSU and the state’s 
seven Tribally controlled community 
colleges.

Among the opportunities the MBRS 
program provided for Doney was a 
summer internship at the National Insti
tutes of Health (NIH), after which, she 
said, she knew she could handle medical 
school.

“I gained a lot o f confidence from 
working with the fellows at NIH,” she 
says. “Dr. Barbara Potts, who was in 
charge of the lab I worked in, pushed me 
to try to do more and made me feel like 
I could achieve whatever I wanted.”

Doney’s experience is echoed by 
many others in the Montana MBRS 
program, including three other students 
headed for medical school this fall.

SCHOLARSHIPS
• FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

The Dr. Rosa Minoka Hill Fund and the
American Indian Science & Engineering 
Society (AISES) would like to play an ac
tive role in facilitating educational oppor
tunities for young American Indian stu
dents. We want to identify talented and 
qualified Indian students to attend pri
vate secondary schools. Scholarships 
are available. Student requirements are: 
academic merit, personal motivation 
and commitment. Students in the eighth 
and ninth grades are preferred. There 
are limited number of placements in the 
eleventh grade. For more information, 
contact Peggy Zanin or Norbert Hill, 
AISES, 1085 14th Street, Suite 1506, 
Boulder, CO 80302 (303-492-8658).

• AT&T AND ENGINEERING
AT&T Bell Laboratories has three 

programs of interest to minorities: ESP, 
GRPW, and SRP.

The first, the Engineering Scholarship 
Program, is designed to encourage se
lected outstanding minorities and 
women to pursue a BS degree in com
puter science or the engineering disci
plines. ESP provides full tuition, text
book allowance, fees, room and board, a 
summer job with AT&T, and “an appro
priate mentor”.

The Graduate Research Program for 
Women is designed to identify and de
velop scientific and engineering re
search ability in women and to increase 
the representation of women in these 
fields. The program provides support for 
outstanding students pursuing full-time 
doctoral studies in their discipline. The 
prog ram consists of two types of awards, 
fellowships and grants, ranging from 
$1,500 to $11,100.

The Summer Research Program pro
vides an opportunity for outstanding 
minorities and women to work for a 
summer in the research environment of 
AT&T Bell Laboratories. The program is 
open to students who have completed 
three years of education in computer 
science or engineering.

They represent at once the success of 
Montana’s relatively young MBRS 
program (one o f the few in the country 
specifically targeted for Native Ameri
cans) and the hope of Indian leaders and 
educators for improved opportunities 
for Montana’s minority population.

Get vour GED, no charge
Salish Kootenai College is offering free G.E.D. classes in two Reservation communities at no charge.The classes are designed to help students update their skills in major subject areas (English, math, spelling, reading, etc.) before they take the final GED test. Classes are conducted in Pablo at the SKC campus (Mathias Building), Mondays and Wednesdays from 10 a.m to 12 p.m. and on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.In St. Ignatius, classes are at the Community Center, Tuesdays from 6 to 9 p.m.For more information, call the SKC offices at 675-4800.

For more information, call: ESP, 201/ 
949-4301; GRPW, 201/949-2943; or 
SRP, 201/949-3728.

• GEOSCIENCES
The American Geological Institute of 

Virginia expects to be offering scholar
ship aid to outstanding minority geos
cience (geology, oceanography, geo
physics, geo-chemistry, and planetary 
geology, for example) majors in the 
1989-90 scholastic year. Deadline to 
apply is Feb. 1, 1989. For complete 
particulars, write: AGI Minority Participa
tion Program,4220 King Street, Alexan
dria, VA 22302 (703/379-2480).

Says Diane Pond: “A turning point for 
Native American students in high 
school is when they reach algebra 
class.” Pond, 22, is an Assinaboine- 
Northem Cheyenne Indian from Lame 
Deer, Mont., who starts medical school 
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