
Smoke Signals from across
Chinese interested in 
Indian-influenced clothes

A Chinese manufacturing firm is considering an agreement with the Osage Indian 
Tribe to purchase an exclusive line of garments produced by the Osage’s garment 
factory. The tribe played host recently to a five-member delegation from Guang Zhou 
City representing Jianlibao Art and Handicrafts who were interested in purchasing an 
undisclosed number of the tribe’s “Tattered Feathers” outerwear. The handmade 
cotton line, which draws a heavy styling influence from the tribe, was introduced to 
the market in June and is sold at 25 retail outlets located primarily on the east and west 
coasts. Representatives of both groups said details of the agreement have yet to be 
worked out, but earlier reports said the initial order could run to just under 1,000 units.

School kids earn honors
The names of four students from Chuska Boarding School in New Mexico may be 

worth watching for in the future to see if they follow through on their early literary and 
artistic talent. Two are on their way to becoming nationally published writers, while 
the others beat out 227 students in three states to win a regional writing contest. All 
four are sixth-graders. The first two mentioned, Rachel Jones and Robert James, have 
written and illustrated a Navajo legend that’s being considered for publication in 
Stone Soup, a national magazine for children that’s discussing doing an all-Navajo 
edition early next year. The other two sixth-graders, Marlene Johnson and Jennifer 
Jones, earned honorable-mention recognition in the 1988 Children’s Literature 
Contest, which was open to youngsters in New Mexico, Texas and Arizona. This is 
the seventh year in a row that Chuska students have placed in the competition.

Another student, Della Wilkerson, a junior from White Shield School in North 
Dakota, has been chosen to play the trumpet in the 100th Tournament of Roses Parade 
in California on New Year’s Day. She competed for the honor against musicians from 
154 schools in the state. (Excerpted from the BIA’s Education Office newsletter, 
Washington, D.C.)

the Nation
Seminóles 
are into citrus

The Seminole Tribe of Florida has 
purchased the leases of three harvest 
companies covering 1,685 acres of pro
ductive lemon and grapefruit groves in 
what may be the first entrepreneurial 
effort by an Indian tribe to harvest citrus. 
Tribal officials have said they expect to 
earn $ 1 million per year by harvesting the 
groves. The tribe used a $5.5 million 
BIA-guaranteed loan from the Sun Bank 
of South Florida to buy out the remaining 
five years of lease-hold agreements. 
Seminole attorney Martin Seneca said 
the 10-year note will be paid off within 
five years.
Indian's life story 
wins literary prize

TOKYO— The life story of an Ameri
can Indian has won a top non-fiction 
award in a contest sponsored by a Japa
nese magazine, the magazine’s publisher 
has announced.

Dennis Banks and Yuri Morita, co
authors of “Sacred Soul,” were given this 
year’s $7,500 Asahi Journal Non-Fiction 
Award. (AP)

Postdoctoral fellowships available
Indian studies: The Institute of 

American Cultures at the University of 
California, Los Angeles, in conjunction 
with the American Indian Studies Cen
ter, has available a limited number of 
postdoctoral fellowships for the 1989-90 
academic year. The fellowships will be 
awarded to individuals on a competitive 
basis in support of their work in Indian 
studies.

Support for postdoctoral scholars is 
available in two categories. Those who 
have recently obtained their Ph.D. are 
invited to apply for awards that range 
from $20,000 to $25,000 depending on 
rank and experience. Senior scholars are

invited to apply for awards to supplement 
the sabbatical salaries provided by their 
own institutions. Additional support may 
be available to both categories of grant
ees for specific research upon application 
to the American Indian Studies Center. 
The acceptance of support carries with it 
the commitment to participate in the 
teaching or research program of the 
Center. UCLA faculty members are not 
eligible for postdoctoral or visiting- 
scholar support.

The deadline to applx is  December 
31.1988. Applications and further infor
mation may be obtained from: UCLA, 
American Indian Studies Ctr., Director

John Red Horse, 3220 Campbell Hall, 
Los Angeles, CA 90024-1548 (phone - 
213/825-7315).

G raduate studies: June 1,1989, is the 
deadline date for applications for fellow
ships being administered by American 
Indian Scholarships, Inc. Although In
dian students in all fields of graduate 
study are eligible to apply, priority will 
be given to the fields of health, education, 
law, business, engineering and natural 
resources. For more information about 
eligibility, etc., contact AISI at: 4520 
Montomery Blvd. NE, Suite 1-B, Al
buquerque, NM 87109 (505/881-4584).
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